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CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Price Maintenance Bills Sidetracked—Appropria- 
tion Measures e Progress 


Legislative action continued to move during the past week 
at the slow pace that has characterized this session of Con- 
gress, particularly since the introduction of the President's 
judiciary reform bill, At the request of the President made 
early in the week, Congress sidetracked the proposed price 
maintenance legislation. 


The only major bills that are receiving prompt attention 
are the appropriation measures. On April 23rd the House 
passed and sent to the Senate, where it is now being consid- 
ered by the Senate Appropriations Committee, the Agricul- 
tural Department Appropriation bill, which contains a 
number of allotments, noted in last week's Letrer that are 
of particular interest to the canning industry. The House 
also passed and sent to the Senate on April 28th an $83,000,- 
000 second deficiency appropriation for the various executive 
departments for the remainder of the fiscal year, and the 
Senate, on the following day, passed a House resolution 
totaling appropriations of $1,251,000 for the payment of 
salaries in five government agencies during the rest of the 
current fiscal year. 

The Doughten bill to repeal from the income tax law the 
sub-section which requires the Secretary of the Treasury to 
submit to Congress an annual report containing the names 
of, and amount of compensation received by, officers and 
employees of corporations, when the individual's earnings are 
in excess of $15,000 annually, received favorable House 
action on April 27th, 

On April 29th the House adopted the Conference Commit- 
tee report on the Pittman-McReynolds neutrality resolution. 

Provisions for voluntary cannery inspection under the 
supervision of the Food and Drug Administration, a service 
now limited by the Food and Drugs Act to sea-food proces- 
sors and one that has been extensively used only by the 
shrimp canners, would be extended to include canners of 
vegetables by the terms of a bill introduced by Representative 
Fernandez of Louisiana. The bill has been referred to the 
House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, but 
no action is scheduled. 


The Copeland and other proposed amendments to the 
Food and Drugs Act and the new Lea bill to amend the 
Federal Trade Commission Act by making unlawful, unfair 
or deceptive acts and practices and to control food and drug 
ad \ertising, are also pending before the same Committee with 
no future action scheduled at this time. 

The President signed the Guffey coal control bill on April 
26, and, it is reported, has given the House Labor Committee 
the signal to go ahead with a consideration of the Ellenbogen 
bili to regulate hours, wages, and trade practices in the 
textile industry. 


The Tydings-Miller resale price maintenance proposal, 
after having been approved by House and Senate Commit- 
tees and scheduled for passage this week, was unexpectedly 
shelved when the President, on April 26th through Senator 
Bankhead and on April 27th by a letter to Vice-President 
Garner, informed Congress that the measure in his opinion 
was untimely in view of the present trend of advancing 
prices. The President's letter which Mr. Garner laid before 
the Senate read as follows: 


“My attention was called to $.100, which would render 
legal certain contracts for the maintenance of resale prices 
now illegal under Federal law. I requested the Chairman 
of the Federal Trade Commission to give me a recommenda- 
tion on this bill and I attach his reply on behalf of the 
Commission. 

“The present hazard of undue advances in prices, with a 
resultant rise in the cost of living, makes it most untimely 
to legalize any competitive or marketing practice calculated 
to facilitate increases in the cost of numerous and important 
articles which American householders and consumers gen- 
erally buy. You will note that the Federal Trade Sean 
sion has made no study of the effect of resale price mainte- 


(Continued on page 5231) 


AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 


Administrator Tolley Outlines Measures Deemed 
Necessary to Effect Stability 


Speaking before the Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States on April 26th, Administrator H. R. Tolley of the 
A.A.A, discussed the program considered necessary to bring 
about agricultural stability and business stability. The fol- 
lowing excerpts from the address outline the different fea- 
tures of this program. 


“This national farm program would include soil conserva- 
tion, storage of commodities, agricultural adjustment grants 
or contracts, crop insurance, surplus removal purchases, and 
marketing agreements. Probably all these measures, in so 
far as direct appropriations are needed, could be financed 
with the amount of money now earmarked by Congress under 
existing ger for carrying on programs now adminis- 
tered by the Agricultural Adjustment Administration. Thus 
it will be possible, if Congress so determines, to make pro- 
vision for such measures in the near future without upsetting 
the government's economy program. 


“If supplies in the | oempend increased too much the level 
at which commodity loans were made probably should be 
lowered, so as to avoid the accumulation of greater quantities 
than were necessary or wise. 
“A combination of the conservation, commodity loan, and 
- e-in-the-soil programs likely would suffice to take care 
f all ordinary situations arising. But if favorable weather 
Should bring a series of bumper crop years, surpluses might 
accumulate in such quantity that all these ~~ put to- 
gether would not keep farmers’ prices from collapsing. 


“To meet that kind of emergency, there should be pro- 
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vision for a fourth type of program giving positive com- 
modity control. Possibly the use of the taxing principle, as 
in the old Bankhead or Kerr-Smith acts affecting cotton and 
tobacco, would be the answer. Those two acts were passed 
by Congress in response to pressure from the farmer groups 
affected. If similar supply and price situations arise for 
these or other commodities, pressure for similar action is 
likely to arise again. When and if such situations arise, 
there should be provision for invoking appropriate control 
measures without too long delay. Of course there should 
also be provision for suspending these measures as soon as 
the need for them has passed, 

“I have been speaking in general terms, as if the national 
farm program I have been outlining would apply to all the 
staple farm commodities alike. Actually, its application 
would have to be varied to fit the various commodities. The 
four steps I have outlined would not necessarily be taken for 
each commodity in the order I have given them. In cotton, 
for example, the loan program might be prevented from flow- 
ing freely into export trade. 

“This program could be dovetailed with any measures for 
rehabilitation of low-income farm families, buying of sub- 
marginal land, relief of farm tenancy, and various forms of 
farm credit. It will be to the interest of the government to 
assure any farmers who borrow from the government an 
opportunity to repay their loans through having markets for 
their produce at fair prices. 

“With provision for the program I have described, agricul- 
ture and the nation weal ts constantly in a state of pre- 
paredness against disaster arising from crop failure or price 
collapse, and would be in a position to go forward on a sound 
and healthy basis.” 


JAPANESE CANNING INDUSTRY 


Changes in Output and Export Trade in 1936 as 
Tempered with 1935 


According to preliminary figures released by the Japan 
Tinned Foods Association, the output of canned goods for 
the Japanese Empire in 1936 amounted to 10,192,553 cases, 
valued at 127,598,634 yen, an increase of 17.5 per cent in 
quantity and 12.6 per cent in value over 1935. The increase 
was largely due to marine products and vegetables, according 
to the office of the American commercial attache in Tokyo. 

Production of canned salmon during 1936 did not show any 
very large advance. The higher grades, such as “silver” and 
“red”, increased about 55,500 cases, but a corresponding drop 
occurred in the lower grade pack. The reputed fishing off of 
the Alaskan coast has not yet affected the market to any 
appreciable extent. Domestic consumption amounted to 
about 30,000 cases, the rest going into the export market. 

The pack of tomato sardines reached a new all-time high 
of 1,341,678 cases, valued at 8,050,068 yen, an increase of 
50.8 per cent in volume and 43.7 per cent in value over 1935. 
Almost all the output was exported. 

Canned crab production amounted to 378,193 cases, almost 
all of which was Taraba. The decrease of 19.9 per cent from 
the previous year was due partly to the late spring in 1936, 
and partly to an agreement made by the Japan Tinned Crab 
Meat Association to limit the catches to crab of a certain 
size. 

During 1936, 438,557 cases of tuna were produced, slightly 
less than in 1935, due to a poor spring fishing season. The 


mackerel output was considerably larger in 1936 than in 
previous years. 

Canned pineapple production amounted to 1,181,184 cases, 
a slight decline from the previous year, due primarily to 
irregular weather conditions and disease. The decrease was 
expected to be much larger. The output of oranges reached 
a new all-time high with 920,000 cases, an advance of 130 
per cent over the previous year. Factors chiefly responsible 
for this were the poor crop in California, which permitted 
export to American markets, and the spread of the export 
market to France and Italy. Great Britain remained the 
primary consumer, absorbing 84 per cent of the exports. 


Exports from the Japanese Empire amounted to 191,462,200 
kin (1 kin equals 1.32 pounds) valued at 71,076,577 yen. 
This was an increase of 33 per cent in volume and 24 per 
cent in value over the previous year, which, in turn, was the 
highest ever reported. 

Exports of canned crab dropped off because of the decline 
in domestic production. If the Japan Tinned Crab Meat 
Association continues its present policy a continued decline 
in exports may be anticipated. 

Canned salmon and trout are grouped together in the 
official trade returns. Total exports of this group were the 
largest item in the 1936 export figures, with a value of 26,- 
938,256 yen, and a volume of 53,508,700 kin. This is a new 
high, being 66.4 per cent above 1935 and 42.8 per cent above 
1934 in value. Most of this increase went to Great Britain, 
Holland, and Belgium. 

A sales guild was established in the tomato sardine in- 
dustry during October, 1936, to prevent dumping and regu- 
late expansion in the foreign markets. Exports reached a 
new high of 44,517,000 kin, valued at 6,533,662 yen. Plans 
have been made to increase production and to enter new 
markets on the West African Coast and in Central America. 
Exports of tuna declined because of the decreased catch, 
while mackerel showed a substantial gain. 

Oranges were responsible for the gain in citrus fruits. It 
seems likely that canned mandarin oranges will make in- 
creased inroads into the American foreign markets. Other 
fruits and vegetables, although of lesser importance, showed 
increases, particularly the canned asparagus trade. 

Great Britain continued to receive the lion’s share of the 
canned goods exported, taking products to the value of 32, 
384,083 yen, or 45.6 per cent of the total. The United States 
was Japan's second best customer, taking 15,458,377 yen, or 
21.8 per cent. The trade with the United States declined in 
both volume and percentage. The average value of the 
Japanese yen during 1936 was 29 cents U. S. currency. 


Report on Canning Crops Conference Available 


A mimeographed summary of reports given at the Canning 
Crops Conference sponsored by the Maryland Agricultural 
Experiment Station and Extension Service, in cooperation 
with the Tri-State Packers Association, held at College Park 
February 24 to 26, has recently been issued. Copies may 
be obtained by addressing a request to Mr. H, A. Hunter, 
Canning Crops Pathologist, Maryland Extension Service, 
College Park, Maryland. 
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CONGRESS SUMMARY 
(Continued from page 5229) 


nance on consumers since 1929, but the Commission does 
mention a reputable body of informed opinion to the effect 
that such control of resale prices would be harmful to the 
consuming public. Indeed, the Commission says: 

“*There is great probability that manufacturers and deal- 
ers may abuse the power to arbitrarily fix resale prices by 
unduly increasing prices, resulting in bitter resentment on 
the part of the consuming ae especially in this period of 
rising prices.’ 

“Since we seem to be in a Fane of rising retail prices, 
this bill should not, in my judgment, receive the considera- 
tion of Congress until the whole matter can be more fully 
explored. Ccnectelliin, the Congress might approve having 
the Commission bring down to date the study which it made 
8 years ago by examining the economic effects of resale 
price maintenance under the novel and rapidly changing 
conditions now attending business in this country.” 

The Tydings-Miller bills would exempt from the Federal 
laws prohibiting restraint of trade and unfair methods of 
competition contracts or agreements prescribing minimum 
prices for the resale of commodities, if the contract or agree- 
ment is legal as applied to intrastate transactions under 
the laws and public policy of the State where the resale is 
to be made or to which the commodity is to be transported. 


In theory the bilis are similar to the Ashurst-Sumners 
Prison Goods Act, which has been upheld by the Supreme 
Court and which, through the Federal Government's control 
over interstate commerce, allows the States to determine and 
enforce their public policy free from competitive influences 
without the State. 


California Asparagus Canning Under Agreement 


The California Department of Agriculture has announced 
that a marketing agreement and license to regulate the can- 
ning of all asparagus grown and canned within that State is 
in effect, the canning period not to extend beyond June 20th. 

The agreement was signed by canners, with the written 
assent of producers, under the provisions of the California 
Marketing Agreement Act. The marketing agreement author- 
izes the State Director of Agriculture to name an industry 
board of five canners and five producers and one member 
representing the public to administer the marketing program 
subject to the approval of the Director. It calls also for the 
appointment of a committee to supervise the grading of 
asparagus at the time of delivery by growers to canneries. 


The pack fixes grades of canning asparagus which may be 
received by canners and permits only the canning of No. 1 
white and green asparagus. The minimum size is seven- 
sixteenths of an inch ring measure. 


CANNING CROP ACREAGE PLANS 


Government Issues Report on Beets, Tomatoes, 
Kraut Cabbage « and Cucumbers 


Reports on intended acreage of beets and tomatoes for 
manufacture, cabbage for sauerkraut, and cucumbers for 
pickles have been issued by the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural 
K-onomies, indicating increases of 12 per cent in beets, 17 
per cent in cabbage for sauerkraut, and 11 per cent in 


cucumbers for pickles, and a 3 per cent decrease in tomatoes. 
These figures are based on early April intentions, and may 
be modified considerably before plantings are actually made. 
Following are summaries from the reports. 


Beets 
Planted acreage 


1935 1936 
Acres Acres 


2,600 2,600 
500 


Intended in 1937 


11,320 


*Other States” include California, Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, 
Louisiana, ry Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Virginia: and We Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, 


Tomatoes 
Planted acreage 


Intended in 1937 
As 


82.0 75,600 
100.1 27,650 
96.7 461,550 


Nebrase, 


510,150 


*“Other States” include Connecticu 
Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Misssaippi, 
New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
lina, Texas, Washington, West Virginia, and W 


Cabbage for Sauerkraut 


Kraut packers report intentions to increase the 1937 acre- 
age of cabbage planted or contracted for sauerkraut approxi- 
mately 17 per cent over the planted acreage in 1936. The 
firms reporting to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics had 
about 72 per cent of the contract kraut acreage planted in 
1936. A total acreage of 9,850 acres will be planted under 
contract in 1937 if early-April intentions materialize. Last 
year the contracted acreage was 8,410; in 1935, 8,630 acres. 
In New York State packers indicate intentions of increasing 
contract acreage about 23 per cent, while in Wisconsin, Ohio, 
and Michigan, the intended increases are 20, 15, and 13 per 
cent, respectively. 

No information is available regarding the probable tonnage 
that packers will purchase in 1937 from acreage not under 


State As % Acres 
Per cent Acres 
360 400 
| Michigan.......... 700 900} 118.5 4,860 
Other 1,610 1,680; 106.9 2,760 
| Total.......... 9,010 10,00 123 
e 
State 1935 1936 of 1936 indicated 
y Acres Acres Per cent Acres 
: New York......... 19,400 19,800 
b New Jersey........ 34,700 36,000 105.7 73,800 
Pennsylvania....... 12,000 14,000 
18,000 
Indiana............ 100,300 96,700 
—............ 
Miseouri........... 27,600 18,800 
1. Maryland.......... 65,200 56,100 105.9 91,900 
i, Virginia........... 27,700 17,700 
Kentucky.......... 9,500 6,300 
Tennessee.......... 13,000 13,000 85.3 36,100 
It Arkansas.......... 31,500 23,000 
Colorado........... 3,420 3,900 
Utah...........-.- 6,900 6,800 
4 California.......... 69,650 81,470 
Other States*...... 29,380 27,630 
Total.......... 477,100 
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contract. Open-market acreage represents an appreciable 
part of the total utilized for kraut manufacture each year, 
ranging from about one-third in 1932 to slightly over sixty 
per cent in 1936, 

Cucumbers for Pickles 


The 1937 acreage-intention reports from representative 
pickle packers of the country, to the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, show an increase of about 11 per cent over the 
acreage planted in 1936. The intended acreage for 1937 
is 110,990 acres compared with 100,250 planted in 1936, and 
103,740 in 1935. The loss or abandonment of planted acre- 
age has averaged about 11 per cent during the last 5 years. 
Assuming a similar abandonment in 1937, the planting of 
110,900 acres would result in about 99,000 acres for harvest. 
The average yield per acre for the 10-year (1923-32) period is 
57.1 bushels. 


Employment and Prices 


Following are the latest indexes now available on employ- 
ment and prices. For employment and payrolls they are 
based on the average for 1923-25 as 100 per cent, while for 
wholesale prices 1926 is taken as 100 per cent. 


Employment Payrolls 


Mar., Feb., Mar., Mar., Feb., Mar., 
1937 1937 1936 1937 1937 1936 


All industries......... 101.0 99.0 87.9 101.2 95.8 77.6 
COMMER. 89.0 92.4 78.3 89.4 97.1 72.6 


Wholesale prices 
A , Apr. 10, A . Mar. 27, Apr. 18, 
All commodities... 87.6 87.9 88.3 87.8 79.7 
85.3 86.1 87.9 87.5 81.1 


Olive Canners Technical Conference 


The California Olive Association will bold the sixteenth 
annual technical conference of the olive processors and plant 
superintendents at Monterey, California, on Friday and 
Saturday, May 28th and 29th, at the Hotel San Carlos. On 
the day preceding the opening of the conference, the Asso- 
ciation will hold its third quarterly membership meeting. 


Ripe Olive Stocks, Sales and Pack 


Sales of ripe olives in March totaled 97,226 cases, as com- 
pared with 63,477 cases in the same month of 1936, according 
to figures compiled by the California Olive Association. Total 
sales from December 1, 1936, to April 1, 1937, were 314,193 
cases as compared with 233,247 cases for the corresponding 
period of the preceding year. The 1937 pack is now esti- 
mated at about 932,000 cases. 


Cases 
450,267 393,160 
pes process (complete)........... 273,089 109,734 
Accumulated = Dee. 1 to Apr. 1....... 314,193 233,247 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot R by the B of | 


A tare 94 Apr. 17, Ane 24, Ape. 24, 
M036" 4937 1937. 1936" i937 


VEGETABLES 
Beans, snapandlima 311 216 156 4,663 5,655 
Tomatoes.......... 472 70 Wl 6,890 8,768 
Green peas......... 2499 «62720 104 2,316,243 
225 362 369 6,930 7,690 
Domestic, pet- 
ing directly.... 4,636 4,606 2,564 98,061 102,619 
Imports competing — 
9 10 13 878 583 
Indirectly...... 10 16 24 B41 
Fruits 
Citrus, domestic 3,253 3,129 3,224 80,494 9%, 
mports......... 7 0 485 113 
Others, domestic. . 561 669 257 17,753 19,923 


SOCIAL SECURITY DEVELOPMENTS 


Supreme Court to Decide Constitutionality of 
Federal and State Acts—State Statutes Enacted 


An early decision by the Supreme Court of the United 
States on the constitutionality of all phases of the Social 
Security program seems assured by the action of the Court 
on April 26th in agreeing to review a recent decision of the 
Circuit Court of Appeals at Boston holding invalid the Old- 
Age Benefit provisions of the Federal Act (Titles II and 
VIIL). Cases involving the constitutionality of the Unem- 
ployment Compensation portions of the Federal Act (Titles 
III and IX) and of the Alabama unemployment compensa- 
tion statute have already been argued before the Supreme 
Court and are now awaiting decision. It is expected that 
the case involving Old-Age Benefits will be argued within the 
next week, and that comprehensive decisions covering the 
Federal and State Acts will be rendered before the Court 
adjourns for the summer. It is the custom of the Court to 
decide all argued cases before adjourning. 

The decision of the Circuit Court of Appeals at Boston 
was rendered on April 14, 1937. By a vote of 2 to 1 the 
Court found that the Old-Age Benefits taxes were not a valid 
exercise of the Federal taxing power, because they were 
levied to pay benefits to aged persons, a matter reserved to 
the States by the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution. At 
the same time the Court, by a similar 2 to 1 vote, also held 
unconstitutional the Federal Unemployment Compensation 
taxes as an attempt to control State action in matters re- 
served to the States under the Tenth Amendment. This lat- 
ter decision was not appealed to the Supreme Court since that 
Court already has under consideration a decision of the Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit sustaining the 
Federal Unemployment Compensation taxes. 


Unemployment Compensation Statute Adopted in Alaska 


On April 3, 1937, the Governor of Alaska approved an 
Act of the Territorial legislature establishing an unempley- 
ment compensation system in the Territory of Alaska. Every 
canner who employs eight or more persons in Alaska during 
twenty weeks of the year will be required to pay taxes based 
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on the total wages payable to his employees. The rates for 
these taxes are: 1.8 per cent for the year 1937, 2.7 per cent 
for 1938 and thereafter. Beginning in 1942 future rates 
will be based on benefit experience. No employee contribu- 
tions are required. The Act establishes a pooled fund with 
separate employer accounts for merit rating purposes. 
Taxes paid under the Alaska statute may be credited against 
the Federal Unemployment Compensation taxes after it has 
been approved by the Social Security Board. 


Five States Enact Statutes 


The number of jurisdictions having unemployment com- 
pensation statutes has been increased to 47 by the adoption 
of such statutes in five additional States in recent weeks: 
Delaware on April 20; Georgia on March 19; Nebraska on 
April 21; Nevada on March 24; and North Dakota on 
March 16, 1937. The Georgia, Nebraska, and North Dakota 
statutes apply to all employers of eight or more persons for 
twenty weeks, while the Delaware and Nevada laws apply 
to all employers of one or more for twenty weeks. Each 
statute imposes taxes at the rate of 1.8 per cent of wages 
for the year 1937 and 2.7 per cent for 1938 and following 
years, and all except Georgia provide that beginning in 1942 
(Nebraska, 1940) future rates will be based upon benefit 
experience. The Georgia statute provides for a straight 
pooled fund with no merit rating. The Nevada law pro- 
vides for a pooled fund with merit rating, the Delaware and 
North Dakota statutes establish a pooled fund with separate 
employer accounts for merit rating purposes only, while that 
of Nebraska establishes separate employer reserve accounts 
with a pooled fund to be used to pay benefits when the sepa- 
rate reserve accounts are exhausted. None of the statutes 
require employees to contribute. The Georgia, Nevada, and 
North Dakota statutes have already been approved by the 
Social Security Board. 

Forty-five States, Alaska, and the District of Columbia now 
have unemployment compensation statutes. The only States 
without such laws are Florida, Illinois, and Missouri, and 
the legislatures of these States have the matter under con- 
sideration. 

New York Statute Amended 


On March 31, 1937, the Governor of New York approved 
an Act amending the New York unemployment compensa- 
tion statute in several important respects. One of these 
amendments abolishes the distinction between manual and 
nov-manual employees, and exempts all employees earning 
over $3,000 per year. Under the old Act non-manual em- 
ployees earning more than $2,600 were exempt, but under 
the amendment all employees earning more than $3,000, 
whether manual or not, are exempt. A second amendment 
provides that after January 1, 1937, any person not subject 
to the Act who employs four or more persons for any fi/teen 
du,s during the year shall become subject as of the first 
da. Under the old Act an employer was subject to the law 
only if he employed four or more persons during each of 
thirteen weeks. Consequently, a canner who employs more 
than four persons only three weeks or more during the year 
how must pay taxes under the amended law. Finally, the 
amendments, by changing the method of computing benefits, 
make possible a simplification in the record keeping and 
reports required of employers. Under the older New York 
regulations employers were required to make detailed 


reports of the days and hours worked and the wages earned 
by each employee. Under the amendments the New York 
Division of Placement and Unemployment Insurance has 
recently issued Instructions 8 and 9 which require only 
quarterly reports of total earnings for each employee. 

By an Act passed March 18, 1937, effective immediately, 
the /daho unemployment compensation statute was amended 
to abolish contributions from employees. 


Hearing on Columbia River Salmon Problems 


Representatives of the salmon fisheries of the Pacific North- 
west will meet with Federal and State commissioners on 
May 7 at Portland, Oregon, to discuss and perfect plans for 
the conservation of the Columbia River salmon. 


The hearing was called by Frank T. Bell, U. S. Commis- 
sioner of Fisheries, and will be attended by representatives 
of all the Government agencies concerned with industrial 
development on the Columbia River that may affect the 
fishery resources; by officers of the Fish and Game Depart- 
ments of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho; by the organized 
salmon canners and fishermen’s associations, fish and game 
protective associations; and the various planning commis- 
sions. 


Report on Pennsylvania Ten Ton Club 


A report for the year 1936 of the Pennsylvania Ten Ton 
Club sponsored by the Pennsylvania Vegetable Growers 
Association in 1935, has just been issued. The report con- 
tains a list of the members who qualified in 1936 and the 
names of the winners of prizes for high quality and high 
yields, together with short summaries of the production 
methods used by these growers. A statement by J. M. 
Huffington, Specialist in Vegetable Gardening Extension 
of the Pennsylvania State College is also included, which 
gives Ten Ton tomato costs and production practices in 1936. 
Copies of the report may be obtained from Mr. Huffington. 


Data on European Canned Food Duties Brought 
Up to Date 


Information concerning import duties levied by European 
countries on canned foods has been brought up to date in a 
mimeographed circular of 41 pages recently issued by the 
Division of Foreign Tariffs of the U. S. Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. This circular revises the data 
originally published by the Bureau in 1929 in its Trade 
Promotion Series No. 85, “Canned Foods in Europe.” 

The circular presents a fresh, comprehensive survey of the 
current tariff treatment of canned foods in European coun- 
tries originally covered, plus some indication of any changed 
situations, since 1929, in regard to related conditions of ad- 
mission, such as quota restrictions, pure food and labeling 
requirements, export documentation, customs valuations, etc. 

Copies of the circular may be purchased from the U. S. 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce in Washington 
or from its district and cooperative offices. The price is 10 
cents. The original handbook (Trade Promotion Series No. 
85) can be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., for 45 cents. 
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QUARTERLY STOCK SURVEY 


Canners’ Holdings Generally Less Than Year 
While Distributors’ Increase Slightly 


Canners reported that on April 1, 1937, their total stocks 
of canned peas, corn, tomatoes and green and wax beans 
were down 53, 44, 29, and 54 per cent, respectively, com- 
pared with their holdings on April 1, 1936, according to the 
quarterly canned foods stock survey made by the Foodstuffs 
Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 

Movement of these four canned vegetables out of canners’ 
hands during the first quarter of 1937 was fairly heavy on a 
percentage basis. April 1, 1937, compared with January 1, 
1937, stocks showed the following decreases: Peas, 59 per 
cent; corn 55 per cent; tomatoes, 63 per cent; green and 
wax beans, 72 per cent. The corresponding declines in the 
first quarter of 1936 were 42, 47, 46, and 63 per cent. 

A representative group of canners reported that 38 per cent 
of their January 1, 1937, stocks of canned peaches, and 43 
per cent of their January 1 holdings of canned pears had 
moved into distribution channels in the first quarter of 1937. 


Wholesale distributors reported that their April 1 holdings 
of the foregoing six canned food items combined showed an 
increase of 1 per cent over stocks on April 1, 1936. With 
corn, tomatoes, and peaches showing little change, peas were 
down 6 per cent, beans were up 17 per cent, and pears were 
up 33 per cent on this comparison. A seasonal drop of 19 
per cent was recorded in the holdings of the six items com- 
bined during the first quarter of 1937. 

The detailed statistics that follow were compiled with the 
cooperation of the National Canners Association which col- 
lected and furnished the canners’ vegetable stock figures. 
The stock figures on the four canned vegetables represent 
total stocks. The data on canners’ stocks of peaches and 
pears and on distributors’ stocks of all of the six items were 
collected by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
It is estimated that the distributors’ stocks included in this 
report represent about 70 per cent of the stocks held by the 
wholesale distributing trade on the respective dates. 

The Bureau's report has been mailed direct to canners, 
except members of the Association who receive the report 
through the INrormation Lertrer. 


Canners’ stocks* Distributors’ stocks? 

Commodit A January 1, A 1 Janu 1 1, 

1937 937 fos6 1937 

Favuits Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
2,706,432 3,949,753 2,450, 760 725,640 950,504 739 ,874 
1,514,482 3, 083 , 366 1,749,977 221,974 362,704 294,599 

VEGETABLES 

5,833,942 6, 663 , 853 2,731,457 1,367,735 1,438,940 1,287,494 
4,646,724 8,823 ,622 3,291,210 1,353,554 1,780,193 1,344, 562 
Green and wax beans................. 902 ,078 1,515,507 419,115 429,099 673 ,689 503 , 399 


* Peach and pear stocks compiled by Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce and based on reports from 37 firms includi 


nearly every larger canner of these ts. 
, sold and unsold 


Vegetable stocks compiled by the National Canners Association and represent cota 


+ Compiled by Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce and based on reports from the same firms for each date, estimated 


to cover about 70 per cent by volume of the wholesale distribu 


ting trade. 


McNARY-MAPES CHERRY STANDARDS 


Department of Agriculture Promulgates Revision 
and New Standard for Red Cherries 


A revision of the standard for canned cherries and a 
standard for canned red sour pitted cherries were promul- 
gated by the Secretary of Agriculture on April 27 and issued 
as Service and Regulatory Announcements, Food and Drug 
No. 4, Third Division, Supplement No. 4. The canned 
cherries standard was revised in only two paragraphs (43 
and 49 d) but the entire standard for cherries, as well as the 
standard for red sour pitted cherries, is reproduced below 
for ready reference. 

Canned Cherries 
STANDARD OF QUALITY AND CONDITION 

43, Standard canned cherries are the normally flavored and 
normally colored canned food consisting of (1) the normal sized, 
uniform sized, fleshy, mature, unblemished, stemmed, whole fruit 
of the cherry tree (Prunus avium) and (2) sugar solution of 
sufficient strength so that the liquid portion of the finished product 


reads not less than 16° Brix (read at the proper temperature for 
the instrument used). 


MEANING OF TERMS 


44. The fruit is “normally colored”, if the naturally developed 
general color of the flesh be yellowish white. 

45. Units of one-tenth of an ounce or larger are “normal sized.” 

46. The units are “uniform sized” if the weight of the piece of 
largest size in the can be not more than 80 per cent in excess of 
the weight of the smallest piece in the can. 

47. The fruit is “fleshy” if the skin and flesh of the drained 
cherries are 88 per cent or more of their total weight. 

48. The fruit is “unblemished” if 80 per cent or more of the units 
in the container are free from unsightly scabs, excessive healed 
cracks, or other unsightly blemishes. Cracks are “excessive” 
when their total combined length and width exceeds one-half 
of an inch, excluding checks less than one-eighth of an inch wide 
located in the stem depression and concentric with its sides. Un- 
healed cracks which form during cooking are not ; 


SUBSTANDARD QUALITY STATEMENT 


49. Canned cherries which fail to meet the above standard shall, 
except as provided in sections (b) to (d), inclusive, bear the sub- 
standard statement in the form and number prescribed in pera 
graph 1. The first line of the legend shall be “Below U. 5. 
—* the explanatory statement “Good Food—Not High 
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(a) Canned cherries from which only a portion of the pits 
have been removed, so that there is present more than one cherry 
pit, or its equivalent in broken pieces of shell, per each 10 ounces 
of net contents, shall bear the above statement and also the special 
statement “Partially pitted cherries.” 

(b) When canned cherries fail to meet the above standard only 
in that they consist of cherries packed in water, they shall bear a 
special statement showing that fact, such as “Water-pack cherries.” 


(c) When canned cherries fail to meet the above standard in 
that they consist of pitted whole cherries, otherwise meeting the 
standard, except that they may not meet the requirements for 
normal and uniform size, they shall bear the special statement 
“Pitted cherries.” 

(d) When canned cherries fail to meet the above standard only 
because of color but are of a type where the flesh is of some other 
color than yellowish white, as Bing cherries, black cherries, etc., 
they shall bear a special statement showing the type to which they 
belong. 

STANDARD REQUIREMENT FOR FILL OF CONTAINER 


50. Canned cherries are of standard fill with respect to packing 
medium when the weight of fruit placed in the container is 60 
per cent or more of the weight of water which the sealed container 
will hold at 68° F., with, when necessary to prevent crushing of 
the fruit, a tolerance not exceeding the weight of one average piece. 


SUBSTANDARD FILL STATEMENT 


51. Canned cherries which contain a lesser proportion of fruit 
than required by the above standard shall bear the substandard 
statement in the form and manner prescribed in paragraph 10 (2). 


Canned Red Sour Pitted Cherries 
STANDARD OF QUALITY AND CONDITION 


83. Standard canned red sour pitted cherries are the normally 
flavored and normally colored canned food consisting of (1) 
the mature, unblemished, stemmed, pitted fruit of the red sour 
cherry tree (Prunus cerasus), and (2) sugar solution of sufficient 
strength so that the liquid portion of the finished product reads 
not less than 16° Brix (read at the proper temperature for the 
instrument used, 

MEANING OF TERMS 


84. The fruit is “normally colored” if the naturally developed 
general color of both liquid portion and flesh is red. 

85. The fruit is “unblemished” if 85 per cent or more of the units 
in the container are free from such defects as limb rubs, scars, 
scabs, wind whips, brown spots, or other unsightly blemishes. 
Units showing skin discolorations having a total area of a circle 
3/16 inch in diameter or less, with no perceptible discoloration of 
the fruit tissue under the skin, will not be considered as blemished. 

ic. The fruit is “pitted” when there is present in a can not 
more than one cherry pit, or its equivalent in broken pieces of 
shel!, per each 20 ounces of net contents, 


SUBSTANDARD QUALITY STATEMENT 


&. Canned red sour pitted cherries which fail to meet the 
above standard shall, except as provided in section (a), bear the 
sub-(andard statement in the form and manner prescribed in para- 
gravh 1. The first line of the legend shall be “Below U. S. 
Standard”; the explanatory statement, except as provided in sec- 
tion (ce) “Good Food—Not High Grade.” 

(vo) When canned red sour pitted cherries fail to meet the 
above standard only in that they consist of cherries packed in 
water, they shall bear a special statement showing that fact, such 
as “Water-pack red sour pitted cherries.” 

‘/) Canned red sour pitted cherries from which only a portion 
of the pits have been removed, so that there is present more than 
the amount permitted by paragraph 86, shall bear the statement 


prescribed in paragraph 87 and also the special statement “Par- 
tially pitted cherries.” 

(c) When canned red sour pitted cherries fail to meet the above 
standard only in that they are artificially colored, they shall bear 
the substandard statement in the form and manner prescribed in 
paragraph 1. The first line of the legend shall be “Below U. S. 
Standard”; the explanatory statement “Because artificially colored.” 


STANDARD REQUIREMENT FOR FILL OF CONTAINER 


88. Canned red sour pitted cherries are of standard fill with 
respect to packing medium when the drained weight of cherries 
equals or exceeds the following amounts: 


Overall dimensions sealed can Drained cherries 
Diameter Height 
Inches Inches Ounces 
3-7/16 4-9/16 13.5 
6-3/16 7 74.0 


To allow for shrinkage where considerable sugar is used a toler- 
ance of 5 per cent below the above weights is allowed in products 
showing a Brix of 20° or above. Pending the issuance of standard 
fill requirements for cans of less usual sizes, red sour pitted cherries 
in cans of a size not mentioned above will be regarded as of 
standard fill with respect to packing medium when the drained 
weight of cherries equals or exceeds 1 ounce for each 2.6 cubic 
inches inside capacity of the container. Drained weight is deter- 
mined by draining the contents of the container 2 minutes on an 
8-mesh sieve. For containers under 3 pounds net weight, sieves 
8 inches in diameter are used. For containers 3 pounds or over 
net weight, sieves 12 inches in diameter are used. The sieve is 
tilted as much as possible without shifting of the cherries. Excess 
liquid is removed by wiping the lower portion of the sieve with a 
cloth, the solids remaining on the sieve transferred to a tared dish 
and their weight determined. 


SUBSTANDARD FILL STATEMENT 


89. Canned red sour pitted cherries which contain a lesser pro- 
portion of fruit than required by the above standard shall bear 
the substandard statement in the form and manner prescribed in 
paragraph 10 (2). 


Likelihood of Tomato Pinworm Infestation 


According to the Insect Pest Survey Bulletin for April 1, 
1937, issued by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, tomato 
pinworm survived the mild winter out of doors in the vicinity 
of Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, and may spread rapidly 
this spring. 


President Dulany to Address Grocers Meeting 


The annual convention of the United States Wholesale 
Grocers Association will be held at the Roosevelt Hotel in 
New Orleans on May 4-6, and advance room reservations 
indicate a record attendance. 


President Ralph O. Dulany, of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation, will address the convention at its opening session on 
Tuesday. Among other speakers at the convention will be 
President Paul S. Willis of the Associated Grocers Manu- 
facturers of America, President T. H. McKnight of the 
National Food Brokers Association, and Mr. P. M, Brinker, a 
director of the National Association of Retail Grocers. An 
address on the Robinson-Patman Act will be given by Repre- 
sentative Patman of Texas, co-author of the law. 
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Growing and Handling Tomato Plants 


A recent article in Farm Research, published by the New 
York Agricultural Experiment Station, calls attention to the 
relation between yield of tomatoes and methods used to grow 
and handle the tomato plants required for New York state’s 
canning acreage. 

The ideal tomato plant, when properly grown and hard- 
ened, is described as a short, stocky, healthy, vigorous plant 
with dark green leaves and stems and a large compact fibrous 
root system. The increasing interest in southern grown 
plants has led to the purchase of large quantities, some of 
which have done very well. In the opinion of the station 
specialists, however, home grown plants, when properly 
handled, will outyield southern grown plants under ordinary 
conditions. The following recommendations are made to 
tomato growers, based on the experiments of the station: 

Do not plant the seed too early; allow seven to eight 
weeks growth before time to set in the field. Set the plants 
in the field just as soon as danger of frost is past. Go easy 
on the hardening off process and do not subject the plants to 
abrupt changes in temperature or moisture. Water the 
plants before setting them in the field and disturb the roots 
just as little as possible. Spray the plants at 10-day intervals 
with red copper oxide, 1 pound to 50 gallons of water, until 
they are ready to set in the field to protect them against 
damping off. 


Rural Retail Sales by Regions 


Daily average sales in small towns and rural areas for 
March showed a larger increase in the South than in other 
parts of the country, as compared with March, 1936, Esti- 
mates of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
based on dollar value of rural chain store and mail order 
sales, indicate that sales in the South were 29 per cent above 
March of last year. The other three regions recorded gains 
of between 15 per cent and 20 per cent each. An increase 
of about 18% per cent was shown for the country as a whole. 

Sales increased from February to March by considerably 
more than the usual seasonal amounts in three of the regions, 
while in the South an increase of nearly 20 per cent was 


shown in contrast to a usual decline between February and 
March for this region. The largest relative gain, 2° por cent, 
was shown for the Far West, while an increase of about 26 
per cent was recorded by both the East and the Middle West. 


Recommends Treatment of Seed Cern 


According to the New York Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion at Geneva, freezing injury and parasitic molds have 
rendered the germination and vitality of much locally grown 
seed corn saved last fall. It is stated that unless the seed was 
well dried and shows no shriveling, its value for planting 
purposes is uncertain. Treating the seed with certain mer- 
cury compounds is almost essential, especially if the seed is 
to be sown early before the soil warms up and dries out. 
A one-pound package of mercury dust is sufficient to treat 
about 8 bushels of seed, and a barrel churn, concrete mixer 
a on ie can will serve as suitable containers for treating 
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